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Message to Westover Alumni 
 

Dear Alumni, 

 

Homecoming 2017 is October 20-21! 

All alumni are invited, not just classes in Reunion. For Westover Alumni, it is an opportunity to 

reconnect with friends, meet students, and see our athletic and alumni teams in action! The 

campus will be in full swing of activity including the 3 tented spaces immediately behind 

Hopwood for the Westover Alumni Advisory Council at the Homecoming Tailgate. Come join 

us and lend a hand in a great time together.  

Remember - Homecoming and Westover Weekend is not an either/or situation but rather, an 

opportunity to experience Lynchburg College past and present! We invite all Westover Alumni 

to attend both! 

 

A special thanks goes out to Denise Duke Hunt '68, '72 MEd, 86 EdS and George Grzenda '71 

for launching our Westover Alumni electronic newsletter. Now we need your help to keep it 

going. First and foremost, we need your input and news of what is happening in your life. This 

can be new projects on your home front, interactions with alumni and trips, etc. Second, we need 

a person or two to receive and organize alumni news. This person will work directly with the 

Alumni Office to put together what you're reading now. 

 

Finally, we want to remind you that Westover Alumni Weekend 2018 is on the horizon! The 

weekend takes place on April 20-22, 2018. Classes of 1953, 1958, 1963, and 1968 are in 

Reunion. We are in the process of building the Reunion committees for these classes now. Please 

contact me or the Alumni Office if you're willing to volunteer to contact your classmates and 

plan a wonderful Reunion for your class. 

 

Sincerely, 



Helen Hebb Stidham '66 

Chair, Westover Alumni Advisory Council 

simandhelen@verizon.net 

 

Please click on the links below for more information on: 
 

Westover Alumni Newsletter Volunteers Needed 

Upcoming Events 

Westover Alumni Weekend 2018 

Westover Alumni News 

Update Your Information 

Deceased Alumni 
 
 

Westover Alumni Newsletter Volunteers Needed 
Would you like to help put the Westover Alumni Newsletter together? This would entail 

collecting the news from the alumni directly to your email address, compiling the news into one 

document, and sending to our office to distribute. If you're interested in this volunteer 

opportunity, please email us to let us know at alumni@lynchburg.edu 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

The Office of Alumni Relations is gearing up for another year of events for alumni on campus 

and around the country. Below are some upcoming events for all alumni and we'd love to see 

Westover Alumni there! If you'd like to attend any of these events, please email us 

at alumni@lynchburg.eduor call at 434.544.8293. 

For a full list of upcoming events, visit our website by clicking here. 

 

August 2017 

 

Charlottesville Alumni Chapter Gathering 
Kardinal Hall Restaurant 

Tuesday, August 29, 2017 

6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

September 2017 

 

Charlotte, NC Alumni Chapter Gathering 
The Pearl Room at Blackfinn Ameripub 

Thursday, September 7, 2017 

6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Lynchburg Beer, Wine, and Cider Festival 
Saturday, September 16, 2017 
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Richmond Charity Challenge 
Hardywood Park Craft Brewery 

Wednesday, September 20, 2017 

5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

 

Roanoke Alumni Chapter Gathering 
419 West Restaurant 

Thursday, September 28, 2017 

6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

October 2017 

 

Homecoming 2017 
October 20-21 

Register now! 

 

Westover Alumni Advisory Council Meeting 
Monday, October 23, 2017 

Lynchburg College Campus 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

 

November 2017 

 

Veterans Day Service and Lunch 
Friday, November 10, 2017 

Lynchburg College Campus 

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 

December 2017 

 

Westover Holiday Lunch 
Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

Lynchburg College Campus 

11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Westover Alumni Weekend 2018 

 

Westover Alumni Weekend 2018 is April 20-22, 2018. Believe it or not, the plans have already 

begun! We'll be celebrating the Class Reunions of 1953, 1958, 1963, and 1968. You can look 

forward to wonderful meals, music, activities, and time to reconnect with your LC friends and 

classmates. 

 

Do you want to help in the planning for your Class Reunion? We'd love to have you as a 

volunteer! If you're interested, please contact us at alumni@lynchburg.edu. 
 
 

Westover Alumni News  
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Here's what's happening with your classmates! Remember if you'd like to see your news here, let 

us know! 
 

Linda Campbell Cross '53 

Linda (pictured with LC staff member, Denise McDonald) is looking forward to returning to LC 

for her Class Reunion at Westover Alumni Weekend in April 2018. She and her husband Bob are 

active volunteers at Westminster-Canterbury where they live in Richmond, VA.  

 

 
 

Tom Walker '53 and Barbara Jones Walker '54 

Tom and Barbara are doing well in Emporia, VA. They're pictured here with a bucket of roses 

Tom picked from his garden. He regularly picks roses and delivers them to senior citizens as 

well as hospital patients. 

 



 
 

Shirley Foutz '56 

Shirley says to her classmates "As of July 1, I'm finally joining that elite group of 1956 graduates 

who have retired. Everyone tells me I'll be just as busy as before, but I'm not sure that's so. I 

guess only time will tell!" 

 

Julie Compton '59  

Julie (pictured here with Jan Cocke Sigler '65) visited Lynchburg College on Friday, August 4th. 

She visited with Jan as well as Tom Cassidy '73, who gave her a tour of the new Drysdale 

Student Center. 

 



 
 

Susan Garrett Rickert '60  

From Susan: "Hello, dear classmates of 1960. I am still involved in helping schools and projects 

in Tanzania, East Africa, especially in Karatu, near the Ngorogora Crater. I just returned from 

my 17th annual trip, visiting 15 out of 20 young men and women I have helped go to high school 

and universities and seminary, by finding sponsors. My college roommate, Myra Kollmer 

Hayduk '60, continues to support a nursing student, who is soon to graduate and begin her 

profession. If any of you are interested in learning more about my involvement, please email me 

atserengetisue@gmail.com. I would love to hear from you. Ann Pollitt '60, my other college 

roommate has been very supportive over the many years of our friendship. Blessings to all, 

Susan Garrett Rickert." 

 

Marleen Berry Hansen '67, Nancy Ellen Fox Harper '67, Mary Whitehurst Peris '67 
Marleen Berry Hansen '67 and Nancy Ellen Fox Harper '67 recently visited Mary Whitehurst 

Peris '67 to celebrate their 50th Class Reunion. They pored over Mary's scrapbooks from 

Lynchburg College years and took note of the treasured LC memorabilia in her home, including 

the T. Gibson Hobbs Memorial Award that Mary received (along with her brother, William 

Whitehurst '54) in 2002. Other memorabilia on display included a print of Westover Hall and an 

LC yard flag. She proudly wore her LC ring. Mary enjoyed hearing about their 50th Class 

Reunion during Westover Alumni Weekend, which she had been unable to attend, and getting 

updates on classmates and friends. 
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George "Mickey" Ashby '68  
Mickey will be inducted with the Class of 2017 honorees for the Maryland Senior Citizens Hall 

of Fame. Mickey has been a regular volunteer with Coastal Hospice since 2009. Last year he 

contributed nearly 300 hours of service. He volunteers as a chaplain for Deer's Head Hospital, 

serves as community clergy for PRMC, and a deacon for LynnHaven Baptist Church. The 

Coastal Hospice Volunteer News says "Mickey's gifts of compassion, caring, and a good humor 

continue to lift the spirit of those who need it most and provide them with comfort and support."  

 

 
 

Wayne Thacker '68 
Wayne serves as Chair for the Virginia Wildlife Habitat Coalition (VWHC) and as a member of 



the George Washington National Forest Stakeholder Collaborative. Since retirement, Wayne 

(with Josie below) is an advocate for sensible and sustainable forest management on Virginia's 

public lands, particularly on the George Washington National Forest. The Stakeholder's group is 

a collaborative of forest users ranging from wilderness to forest product proponents who reach 

consensus on Virginia's national forest plans and projects, and help shape the George 

Washington National Forest.   The VWHC includes major State-level hunting conservation 

organizations which advocate for a mosaic of game and non-game wildlife habitats.  This mosaic 

includes sustainable, regenerating young forest growth produced by clear-cut or shelterwood 

timber harvests.  Remember, only you can prevent a single age-class, aging, monoculture, and 

declining forest. 

 

 
    

 

The following alumni enjoyed their 4th Annual Mini-Reunion of the Class of 1968 at the 

Omni Hotel in Charlottesville, VA on Friday, July 21, 2017. 

 

1st row: Jim Wilson '66, Carolyn Allen Burnett '68, Becky Carter Wilson '68, Bonnie Davenport 

Benedict '68, Denise Duke Hunt '68 

2nd row: Sharon Durrett Hovda '68, Gus Lamond, Joan Hacking Hall '68, Carolyn Womack '68 

3rd row: Russ Hovda '68, Travis Hall '68, Ruben Womack '63 

 



 
 

Marc Jordan '69 
From the North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, Convention and Visitors Bureau: 

"Marc Jordan, president and CEO of the North Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce, CVB, was 

recently appointed by Governor Henry McMaster, and confirmed as required by the Senate, as a 

Member of Donate Life South Carolina, with term to expire April 1, 2020. Jordan, a heart 

transplant recipient in 2000 and an advocate for organ donation, has dedicated much of the last 

17 years working with the American Heart Association (AHA) serving as chair and co-chair for 

numerous AHA Heart Walk events, and receiving many awards from his participation in the 

event such as top individual fundraiser, "Top Walker" and "Superstar Walker". He is chairing the 

2017 regional Heart Walk for the second time in the past eight years, and bring the walk to the 

North Myrtle Beach area at the North Myrtle Beach Park and Sports Complex for the first time 

in the event's history. Jordan also is a trained volunteer for Sharing Hope SC, South Carolina's 

Organ and Tissue Recovery Service, sharing his story and promoting eye, tissue, and organ 

donation throughout the state.  

 

Marc said "I am honored to have been nominated and confirmed to serve on the board of Donate 

Life South Carolina. I have been blessed to receive my gift of life almost 17 years ago, and not a 

day goes by that I don't think of my young donor and his family. Serving on this board will allow 

me to continue to give back and honor their gift to me, and make a lasting difference in someone 

else's life and that of their family."  

 



 
 

Judy Goding '69, '75 MEd 
As of September 1, 2017, Judy will retire from 48 years of dedicated service at the Central 

Virginia Training Center. Judy has given so much to College over the years with involvement 

including the Choral Union, Westover Alumni Advisory Council, and serving as Alumni 

Association President. One Alumni Association Board member says "NO ONE has worked more 

tirelessly and enthusiastically on LC's behalf than Judy. I'm sure she has filled every volunteer 

role that exists." Judy was recognized with the College's highest honor for alumni, the T. Gibson 

Hobbs Memorial Award in 1995. The entire Alumni Association wants to sincerely thank Judy 

for her many years of service to LC and congratulate her on her well-deserved retirement. We 

hope to see Judy smiling and hear her singing at LC events for many years to come! 

 



 
 
 

Update Your Information 

We want to make sure we have the most updated information on all Westover Alumni so we may 

stay in touch! 

 

Please make sure that the Alumni Office has your updated phone, email, and address. Contact the 

Office at 434.544.8293 or alumni@lynchburg.edu to update your information. 

 

Deceased Alumni 
(Listing includes notifications received by the College as of May 15, 2017 - August 15, 2017)  

 

Mrs. Lois L. Brown '48 - 5/16/17 

Mr. Charles J. Cumiskey '52 - 7/11/17 

Mr. Frank H. Hill III '53 - 7/9/17 

Dr. O. Jay Barnett '55 - 7/20/17 

Mr. James P. Kreger, Jr '56 - 7/25/17 

Mrs. Barbara D. Ward '56 - 5/21/17 

Mr. S. Woodell Elliott '59, '74 MEd - 7/30/17 

Rev. Jerry G. Whitt '59 - 5/30/17 

Mr. Curtis G. Coulson '60 - 6/29/17 

Mrs. Etha D. Cook '61 - 5/17/17 

Mr. Richard S. Horner, Jr '64 - 6/13/17 

Mrs. Joyce R. Warnock '64 - 6/5/2017 

Mr. Mark D. Bradley '71 - 5/22/2017 

We hope you enjoyed reading the news about fellow Westover Alumni. If you have thoughts or 

ideas for this electronic communication, please share them with me 

at garnett_h@lynchburg.edu.  
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Best wishes, 

 
Heather Ayers Garnett '05 MEd 

Director of Alumni Relations 

 

 
 
Click on the images above to connect with the Lynchburg College Alumni Association on social media! 
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